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Said R. Mattenah, “This represents the view of R. Yosé [in excluding 
the deaf-mute, in the theory that the reader must hear what he is 
saying.” 


Said R. Yosé, “We considered ruling that where R. Yosé and rabbis 
differ, it is with regard to reciting the Shema, for in that regard, 
scripture stated, ‘Hear [O Israel,’ indicating that the person must hear 
what he is saying]. But with regard to other religious duties, that is not 
the case. 


“On the basis of what R. Mattenah has said, ‘It is the view of R. 
Yosé,’ that is to say that the same rule applies [in his view] to the 
Shema and to other commandments.” 


[D] What is the scriptural basis for the position of R. Yosé? 


[E] “[Saying, ‘If you will diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord 
your God, and do that which is right in his eyes,] and give heed to 
his commandments, [and keep all his statutes, I will put none of the 
diseases upon you which I put upon the Egyptians; for Iam the 
Lord, your healer’ J” (Ex. 15:26). 


[F] Your ear should hear what your mouth expresses. 


Said R. Hisda, “|The list of categories of individuals who may not read 
the Scroll of Esther, M. Meg. 2:4,| does not include the deaf person. 


“(The deaf person is listed in] that teaching through a slip of the 
tongue [i.e., since the word deaf person normally occurs with 
imbeciles and minors, it was added in M. Meg. 2:4]. [This is an 
error.]” [Hisda disagrees with Yosé, the Amora, who holds that M. 
Meg. 2:4 is the teaching of the Tannaite authority Yosé alone. Hisda 
therefore rejects the conclusion based on this claim, J, that Yosé holds 
that a person who does not hear cannot fulfill any commandment 
involving recitation. Hisda, rather, holds that the dispute between Yosé 
and sages is specific to the case of the recitation of the Shema, contrary 
to the conclusion Yosé the Amora reached at J.] 


[I] [In reaction to Hisda’s statement] said R. Yosé [the Amora], “It is 
reasonable [to assume] that [even] R. Hisda will concede that the 
law of heave-offering [which states that since a deaf person does 
not hear the blessing, he may not separate heave-offering, M. 
1:2A,] is [the opinion] of R. Yosé [but not of sages]. [If this is so 
we must conclude that in general Yosé holds that a blessing must 
be heard to be valid, but that sages hold that it need not be.]” 


